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From  the edi tor 's desk :   Bonne fête - 17 août  

W hat does the week-long independence day celebrat ion look  l ike in  Gabon th is year.?  Au 
vi l lage?  H ard to im agine.  Sigh.

Som e wonder fu l  contr ibut ions th is m onth, including a few longer  pieces to sink  your  teeth 
in to.  Thanks to Andrew H erm an. who has two stor ies here, and to M ichael  Reed, Suzi  Bouveron, 
Andrea Bum pers and Er ic M edeen for  sending along i tem s .   

Is there a them e for  next m onth?  Since i t 's the t im e of the fête, and there wi l l  be another  
fête com e Decem ber , m aybe we could jog our  m em or ies around the them e of "a fête to 
r em em ber., or  forget."   Also, you'l l  not ice a new page th is m onth on ar ts r eviews.  I f  you com e 
across any f i lm  or  m usic or  cul tural  m asterpiece that you want to share (or  see a review), we'l l  
pr in t i t ! 

Then again, as you have seen, we are not picky here, so anyth ing that str ikes your  fancy that 
you want to wr i te about,  please send along.                   
                                                                                                               John
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locations or throughout the country if  new      
outbreaks occur.

Gabon decriminal izes same-sex relat ions

"In a momentous landslide victory for LGBT+ 
activists, the upper house of the Gabon parliament, 
the Senate, voted to decriminalize homosexuality.

It comes after lawmakers in the lower house of the 
west coast central African country voted to reverse 
a law criminalizing same-sex relations  that was 
only introduced in 2019. It carried a penalty of up 
to six months in prison as well as a f ine of 5 mill ion 
CFA francs (£6,393).

Gay sex is il legal in 32 out of 54 African countries, 
and many of the laws are remnants of European 
colonialism. Seven have legalised it since 2012."  

Full story at Pink News

And now, for a l i t t le French pract ice, and cul tural  
news.  Who has heard of  this before?

Les gravures rupestres - Rock engravings in Lopé ? 
Okanda National Park. 

Écosystème et paysage culturel relique de Lopé - 
Okanda, ensemble mixte nature-culture *. Le site est 
déclaré  site crit ique pour la conservation par l 'UICN 
(L'Union Internationale pour la Conservation de la 
Nature).

 

 

Update f rom  Gabon - News and views

Coronavirus - As of August 8, according to 
Worldometer, and the New York Times, Gabon had 
7,923 coronavirus cases, with a fairly low rate of 18 
per 100,000 residents.  There have been 51 deaths, 
and 5704 patients recovered.  With 392 cases in 
the last 7 days, Gabon is seeing a slight uptick in 
the pandemic.  What we do not know is how 
widespread testing is, especially with a recent 
report in other parts of Africa that people are 
opting not to get tested for fear of being 
stigmatized. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy in Libreville posted 
this on its website:

On June 30, the Gabonese government announced 
modif ications to a number of the previously 
imposed confinement measures.  The following 
changes will take effect on July 1:

- Commercial air travel may resume. Two 
international f l ights per airl ine per week will      
be permitted.

- Although Gabon?s land and sea borders will 
remain closed to travelers, travel by air, 
boat, and train within Gabon may resume.

- Regular working hours will resume in the 
public and private sectors.

- Hotels may reopen.
- Restaurants with outdoor dining terraces 

may reopen.
- A curfew will remain in effect, but with 

reduced hours (20:00 to 05:00).
- Classes for students who plan to take the 

baccalaureate exam in August will resume      
on July 20. Post-secondary classes may 
resume on July 13.

- Masks are stil l required in public and social 
distancing and hygiene requirements will 
continue. The government cautioned that 
restrictions may be reinstated in certain 

Gabon relaxes coronavirus lockdown in early May.

                                                                Bloomberg News.  
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Update on Encore de la Paix

  

In the last newsletter, we laid out our plans for a library 
book exchange.  And then along came coronavirus.

As it became increasingly clear that we would be unable 
to pursue the book exchange/ library project, it dawned on us how peripheral such an activity would be 
in the face of the pandemic and concerns about Gabon?s ability to cope with such a crisis. We shif ted 
our focus and came up with an emergency Covid-19 response activity to help those communities where 
Encore had ties in Gabon with medical and food supplies.

Bob Weisf log, who lives in Libreville, identif ied a number of 
communities in the capital and in the region where we have 
worked in the past few years. He reached out to several 
organizations, including an international Catholic charity 
(Caritas) that had local branches, and civic associations that we 
had worked with in the Woleu-Ntem. 

These organizations had identif ied needs in terms of food 
supplies (with the shut down of markets) and medical supplies, 
l ike face masks and soap/cleaners.

We put together a quick fund-raising effort that brought in over 
$6,0000. We had donations from 21 people, who responded 
quickly, enabling us to get the program off the ground.

With two distributions of funding through FJC, Bob was able to

a) purchase rice, oil, tomato paste, canned f ish, soap and sugar 
for Care packages distributed through the local charit ies.

b) contract with a local women?s group (Reseau Femme 
Leve-Toi) to make facial coverings for each of the Care 
packages.

On four dif ferent dates in the month of May, he provided 
distributions that reached a total of 405 families. 

From Libreville, Bob reported: ?I?m f inding that giving to the 
hungry and destitute requires humility and dignity of both the 
care givers and care receivers but a worthy endeavor ? ? ? ?  
thanks all!!!!? and ?EDLP impact is rewarding ? never thought charitable donations would make me feel so 
good and by extension all of you. Bravo!?

We recognize the limitations of this project.  First, it was small and confined only to those communities 
where we had established connections. Second, it was a temporary relief measure. Stil l, Encore de la Paix 
volunteers thought it was important to help out in any way we could with the pandemic crisis, at a time 
when we were unsure of the longer term effects given the uneven medical care in Gabon.

As of this writ ing, we have paused the distribution of supplies, and we will determine if  there is an 
ongoing need in the months ahead. 

 



  

Friends of  Gabon Membership Appl icat ion 
  Friends of Gabon receives all of our income from individual supporters like you.     

 You can become a member by joining directly with Friends of Gabon by sending a check 
for $15 a year made out  to ?Friends of  Gabon.? and send to Friends of Gabon 21 Ivy Lane 
Burlington, VT 05408. For more information contact Mike at michael@craneassociates.us  
You can also apply by joining the National Peace Corps Association and set up a recurring 

payment option through that website.   

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   MEMBERSHIP FORM  

___ Yes! I would like to join/ rejoin the Friends of Gabon for $15.00 for 1 year.

 ___ Yes! I would like to join/ rejoin the Friends of Gabon for $30.00 for 2 years. 

___ Yes! I would like to join/ rejoin the Friends of Gabon for $45.00 for 3 years. 

___ Please accept the additional $__________as a donation.   

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_____________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________ 

E-mail _________________________  

Years of Peace Corps service _____________________________

 Peace Corps Job Title _______________________________________  

Shout Out  (tell us what you?ve been up to, where you are, and who you miss): 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________

 

*Privacy Policy:  We will not share your contact information with anyone, no matter who they are or how 
much they try to bribe us. 
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